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should be extended. As to the new French mission, the address "approves the pacific and humane policy" which met, by the appointment of new envoys, "the first indications on the part of the French Republic55 of willingness to negotiate; and "offers up fervent prayers to the Supreme Euler of the Universe for the success of their embassy/5
Marshall declares "the present period critical and momentous. The important changes which are occurring, the new and great events which are every hour preparing . .. the spirit of war . . . prevalent in almost every nation , . . demonstrate55 the need of providing "means of self-defense.55 To neglect this duty from "love of ease or other considerations5' would be "criminal and fatal carelessness.55 No one could tell how the new mission would terminate: "It depends not on America alone. The most pacific temper will not ensure peace.55 Preparation for "national defense ... is an ... obvious duty. Experience the parent of wisdom * . . has established the truth . . . that. . , nothing short of the power of repelling aggression will55 save us from "war or national degradation.551
Gregg of Pennsylvania moved to strike out the italicized words in Marshall's address to the President, but after a short debate the motion was defeated without roll-call.2
Wolcott gives us a clear analysis of the political situation and of MarshalFs place and power in it at this particular moment: "The federal party is composed of the old members who were generally re-
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